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My name is Ben Maude, and | have been a proud member of the Eugene Saturday Market since 2023. |
grew up attending the Market, and it has always represented the creative, community-driven spirit that
makes Eugene special.

Over the past fourteen years, | have built and operated multiple food and beverage businesses
throughout Eugene and the surrounding areas, learning firsthand what it takes to succeed as a small
business owner in our community.

In addition to my own ventures, my work as a business broker has allowed me to help dozens of local
entrepreneurs start, grow, and transition their businesses successfully. | also operate a food truck that
serves as a small business incubator, giving chefs the opportunity to launch their concepts without
upfront costs. Supporting others in building their dreams has become one of the most rewarding parts of
my career.

As a board member, | would like to help guide the Market toward positive, member-driven growth.
My goal is to listen carefully to what both members and attendees are asking for and to help
translate that feedback into thoughtful, practical improvements. | believe we can bring the Market
into the present day—embracing new opportunities for visibility, accessibility, and success—while
preserving the history and creative spirit that have sustained it for decades.

I’'m honored to be part of this community and would appreciate your support in helping the Market
continue to thrive for future generations.



My name is Tika Thomas and | have been a member of the Saturday Market since 2019. My
booth Is Cosmic Garden and | make shadow boxes with paper art as well as layered laser cut
wood art. Booth # 99. | have been making and selling my goods for the past 25 years and have
played with multiple mediums including clothing, jewelry, stained glass, painting, knitting and
crochet. | have always loved creating and enjoy learning new ways to do that.

For the past year, | have served on the Standards Committee and am now looking to further
my involvement in the Market community by running for the Board. | have attended several
Board meetings over the past year, and | think that my communication skills would be a great
addition. My goal is to encourage positive communication, and make everyone feel heard and
understood. | have a degree in psychology and have gone through coaching training as well as
learning about nonviolent communication. If elected, | will model skills like active listening and
problem-solving during meetings, and be available to coach these skills for members,
committees, and staff as needed. | want to be part of creating a more cohesive environment
between all members as well as staff.

| really love being a part of this market. It feels like something special as | see that reflected in
the faces of the people that come to shop with us, and | would be honored to be of service to
this community.



In June, | responded to the call for experienced, level-headed, and big-hearted folks to join the Board of
Directors. After twenty years at Market, a few of those years serving on the Holiday Market Committee, |
felt ready to swim in the ocean. It certainly has been a difficult year for Saturday Market and the world at
large. | was elected to complete the term of one of the several directors who resigned during the
off-season tsunami that threatened the organization. Six months later, | am getting to know fellow board
members, meeting etiquette, and the nitty gritty of Market’s strengths and weaknesses. Now that | feel
like I know which directionis up, I’d like to continue serving on the Board.

During my brief service in this capacity, | have appreciated Market staff more than ever. They are
hardworking, innovative, and kind. We are fortunate to have each one of them. An important Board duty
is to nurture staff, help facilitate skill development, and recruit more volunteers from the membership. |
have observed that the skill set across the nine-member volunteer board is amazing and working
together with staff we have helped get the Market back on track financially and emotionally.

In another term | would like to focus on interpersonal communication and empowering members to find
the right place for volunteering. | also want to develop connections with regional arts organizations,
which will benefit us as well as them, and make our corner of the world a better place. As someone who
gardens and composts, plants trees, bicycles most places, and thinks about how everything is
connected, | have recently joined the Sustainability Committee.

| want to see the Market continue to be welcoming, colorful, and thriving, benefiting artists and the
community alike.
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